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LONDON BOROUGH OF TOWER HAMLETS 
 

OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE  
 

Tuesday, 22nd November 2011 
 

7.30 p.m. 
 

 SECTION ONE 
 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE   
 
 To receive any apologies for absence. 

 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   
 
 To note any declarations of interest made by Members, including those restricting 

Members from voting on the questions detailed in Section 106 of the Local Government 
Finance Act, 1992.  See attached note from the Chief Executive. 
 
 

  
 

3. SECTION ONE REPORTS 'CALLED IN'  
 

  

 One Decision was ‘called in’ taken under the Mayor’s 
executive decisions process. 
 

  

3 .1 Call-In: Contract for 2012 Olympic Festival Live Site 
(Mayor's Decision Log No 009)   

 

3 - 18  

 Report attached 
 
[Note: In view of the potential for disclosure of 
commercially sensitive information, it likely that some or all 
of the discussion will need to take place in the exempt part 
of the agenda.  Officers will advise the Committee on this 
point.] 
 

  

4. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC  
 

  

 In view of the contents of the following item on the agenda, 
the Committee is recommended to adopt the following 
motion: 
  

“That, under the provisions of Section 100A of the Local 
Government Act 1972, as amended by the Local 
Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, the press 
and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting 
for the consideration of the Section Two business on the 
grounds that it contains information defined as Exempt in 
Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Local Government Act, 
1972.” 
  

  



 
 
 
 

EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL SECTION (Pink Papers) 
  

The exempt committee papers in the agenda will contain 
information, which is commercially, legally or personally 
sensitive and should not be divulged to third parties.  If you 
do not wish to retain these papers after the meeting, please 
hand them to the Committee Officer present. 

 
 

5. EXEMPT ITEMS  
 

  

5 .1 Call-In: Contract for 2012 Olympic Festival Live Site 
(Mayor's Decision Log No 009)   

 

  

 To consider and discuss the call –in request   
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DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS - NOTE FROM THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE OVERVIEW & SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 

 
This note is guidance only.  Members should consult the Council’s Code of Conduct for further 
details.  Note: Only Members can decide if they have an interest therefore they must make their 
own decision.  If in doubt as to the nature of an interest it is advisable to seek advice prior to 
attending at a meeting.   
 
Declaration of interests for Members 
 
Where Members have a personal interest in any business of the authority as described in 
paragraph 4 of the Council’s Code of Conduct (contained in part 5 of the Council’s Constitution) 
then s/he must disclose this personal interest as in accordance with paragraph 5 of the Code.  
Members must disclose the existence and nature of the interest at the start of the meeting and 
certainly no later than the commencement of the item or where the interest becomes apparent.   
 
You have a personal interest in any business of your authority where it relates to or is likely to 
affect: 
 

(a) An interest that you must register 
 
(b) An interest that is not on the register, but where the well-being or financial position of you, 

members of your family, or people with whom you have a close association, is likely to be 
affected by the business of your authority more than it would affect the majority of 
inhabitants of the ward affected by the decision. 

 
Where a personal interest is declared a Member may stay and take part in the debate and 
decision on that item.   
 
What constitutes a prejudicial interest? - Please refer to paragraph 6 of the adopted Code of 
Conduct. 
 
Your personal interest will also be a prejudicial interest in a matter if (a), (b) and either (c) 
or (d) below apply:- 
 

(a) A member of the public, who knows the relevant facts, would reasonably think that your 
personal interests are so significant that it is likely to prejudice your judgment of the 
public interests; AND 

(b) The matter does not fall within one of the exempt categories of decision listed in 
paragraph 6.2 of the Code; AND EITHER   

(c) The matter affects your financial position or the financial interest of a body with which 
you are associated; or 

(d) The matter relates to the determination of a licensing or regulatory application 
 

The key points to remember if you have a prejudicial interest in a matter being discussed at a 
meeting:- 
 

i. You must declare that you have a prejudicial interest, and the nature of that interest, as 
soon as that interest becomes apparent to you; and  

 
ii. You must leave the room for the duration of consideration and decision on the item and 

not seek to influence the debate or decision unless (iv) below applies; and  
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iii. You must not seek to improperly influence a decision in which you have a prejudicial 
interest.   

 
iv. If Members of the public are allowed to speak or make representations at the meeting, 

give evidence or answer questions about the matter, by statutory right or otherwise (e.g. 
planning or licensing committees), you can declare your prejudicial interest but make 
representations.  However, you must immediately leave the room once you have 
finished your representations and answered questions (if any).  You cannot remain in 
the meeting or in the public gallery during the debate or decision on the matter. 

 
There are particular rules relating to a prejudicial interest arising in relation to Overview 
and Scrutiny Committees 
 
• You will have a prejudicial interest in any business before an Overview & Scrutiny Committee 

or sub committee meeting where both of the following requirements are met:- 
 

(i) That business relates to a decision made (whether implemented or not) or action taken 
by the Council’s Executive (Cabinet) or another of the Council’s committees, sub 
committees, joint committees or joint sub committees 

 
(ii) You were a Member of that decision making body at the time and you were present at 

the time the decision was made or action taken. 
 
• If the Overview & Scrutiny Committee is conducting a review of the decision which you were 

involved in making or if there is a ‘call-in’ you may be invited by the Committee to attend that 
meeting to answer questions on the matter in which case you must attend the meeting to 
answer questions and then leave the room before the debate or decision.   

 
• If you are not called to attend you should not attend the meeting in relation to the matter in 

which you participated in the decision unless the authority’s constitution allows members of 
the public to attend the Overview & Scrutiny for the same purpose.  If you do attend then you 
must declare a prejudicial interest even if you are not called to speak on the matter and you 
must leave the debate before the decision. 
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Committee: 

 
OVERVIEW 
AND 
SCRUTINY 
 

Date: 

 
22nd NOVEMBER  
2011 

Classification: 
 
Unrestricted 

Report No. Agenda Item 
No. 

 

 

 
Report of: 
Service Head, Democratic Services 
 

Originating Officer(s):  
Antonella Burgio, Democratic Services 
 

 
Title: Mayoral Decision Called-in: 
Contract for 2012 Olympic Festival 
Live Site 
 
Wards: Bow East, Bow West 

 

 
 
 
1. SUMMARY 
 
1.1 The attached report of the Head of Arts and Events was considered by the Mayor on 

20th October 2011 and the recommendations were agreed.  The Mayor’s decision 
has been “called-in” by Councillors Peck, Anwar Khan, Harper-Penman, Turner and 
Gibbs in accordance with the provisions of Part 4.5, paragraphs 16 and 17 of the 
Council’s Constitution. 

 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION 
 
2.1 That the Committee consider the contents of the attached report, review the Mayor’s 

decisions arising and  
 
2.2 decide whether to accept them or refer the matter back to the Mayor with proposals, 

together with reasons. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

Local Government Act, 1972 Section 100D (As amended) 
List of “Background Papers” used in the preparation of this report 

Brief description of “background paper” Name and telephone number of holder and address 
where open to inspection 

Mayor’s Executive Decision Report 009 – 
20th October 2011 

John S. Williams 
020 7364 4204 
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3. BACKGROUND 

 
3.1 The request to call-in the Mayor’s decision dated 20th October 2011 was 

submitted under Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules Sections 16 and 17.  
It was considered by the Assistant Chief Executive, Legal Services who has 
responsibility under the constitution for calling in Executive decisions in 
accordance with agreed criteria.  The call-in request fulfilled the required 
criteria and the decision is referred to Overview and Scrutiny Committee in 
order to consider whether or not to refer the item back to the Mayor for further 
consideration.  Implementation of the Mayor’s decision is suspended whilst 
the call-in is considered. 

 
 
4. THE MAYOR’S PROVISIONAL DECISION 

 
4.1 The Mayor, after considering the report attached at Appendix 1 including the 

proposed terms of the contract, decided ‘to authorise the Corporate Director of 
Communities, Localities and Culture to approve the final version of the contract in 
consultation with the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal Services); and 

4.2 ‘to authorise the Assistant Chief Executive (Legal Services) to execute the Festival 
Live Sites contract on behalf of the London Borough of Tower Hamlets as soon as it 
can be agreed by all parties, in the terms set out in [the attached] report.’ 

 
4.3 Alternative Options Considered 

 
Alternative courses of action considered are set out at paragraphs 3.4 and 3.5 
of the attached report. 
 

 
5. REASONS / ALTERNATIVE COURSE OF ACTION PROPOSED FOR THE 

‘CALL IN’ 
 

5.1 The Call-in requisition signed by the five Councillors listed gives the following 
reason for the Call-in: 

 
“The motion on Victoria Park events passed by Full Council on 8 December 
2010 resolved to ask officers to: bring forward a separate policy that 
addresses the particular needs of the 2012 Live Site during Olympic year, 
recognising that this is a one-off occasion but also recognising the needs of 
local residents. This policy fails to consider impacts on residents living around 
Victoria Park.  
 
Officers did not consult with residents or local ward councillors to inform their 
negotiations, despite knowing that residents had had serious concerns about 
commercial events in Victoria Park.  
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The taking of this decision behind closed doors denied residents and 
councillors that represent them the opportunity to make representations in 
advance.  
 
The hours of operation are significantly longer and later (midnight and 
00.30am) than those currently in operation for commercial events that have 
caused residents serious disturbance.  
 
850,000 – 1.2million visitors to the park over the course of three weeks is 
likely to leave the park in a very poor state and make large parts of it unusable 
for the months that follow. This receives no consideration within the report.  
 
The profit share should come to the Council to be spent either on the park or 
on local amenities.  
 
The Council’s statement that it has reserved its normal programme of 
commercial events in the park – and adverts for these events – make clear 
that this use of the park would be additional to the normal programme of 
commercial events that have caused residents problems. There is no 
consideration of the cumulative impact of this within the report, nor of limiting 
events either within the Live Site or the commercial programme to limit the 
impact on residents.” 
 

5.2 The requisition also proposed the following alternative course of action: 
 
“Not to sign the contract until local residents, the Friends of Victoria Park 
Group and ward councillors have been consulted to ensure that their 
concerns can be reflected in the agreement; 
 
To take any decision at Cabinet, where residents and councillors can make 
representations  
 
To limit the hours of operation to a 10 pm close on week nights and 11pm on 
weekend nights  
 
Reduce the noise levels permitted at events 
 
To make a commitment not to run commercial events in the same year as the 
park is used as a live site.” 
 

 
6. CONSIDERATION OF THE “CALL IN” 

 
6.1 Having fulfilled the call-in request criteria, the matter is referred to the 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee in order to determine the call-in and decide 
whether or not to refer the item back to the Mayor for further consideration.   

 
6.2 The following procedure is to be followed for consideration of the “Call In”: 
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(a) Presentation of the “Call In” by one of the “Call In” Members followed 
by questions. 

 
(b) Response from the Lead Member/officers followed by questions. 
 
(c) General debate followed by decision. 

 
N.B. – In accordance with the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
Protocols and Guidance adopted by the Committee at its meeting on 5 
June, 2007, any Member who presents the “Call In” is not eligible to 
participate in the general debate. 

 
6.3 It is open to the Committee to either resolve to take no action which would 

have the effect of endorsing the Mayor’s original decisions, or the Committee 
could refer the matter back to the Mayor for further consideration setting out 
the nature of its concerns and possibly recommending an alternative course 
of action. 

 
 
7. APPENDIX 
 
 Attached as an appendix is the Mayoral Decision proforma 009 (Contract for 

2012 Olympic Festival Live Site) and the associated officer report. 
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